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ATTRACT concerning 
the ST N againſs the 


Houy Gros r. 


Sad Any have Writs 
h & ten of the Sin 
againſt the Ho 


ly Ghoſt,and in 
defining or deſ- 


CAR. wy 


As ATA AS OS os : eN 


d cribing yo 1t,tol- 
low their own zealous conceits , 
and not the Canon of Holy, Scrip- 
tures. The more dreadful the 
Sin is , the more fearful we muſt 
\ be, in charging it upon any ſpe- 
cial crime , or particular perſon. 
| In defining a ſin of ſo heynous a 
nature, 'dire& andevident proof 
Sc A 2 from 


_— —— 


«I 


Sf | 
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from Scripture is requiſite.It is not 
enough to conſider, (as many do) 
; what ſins are moſt deſperate and 
deadly,and 1 therefore to conclude 


ſuch ſins. are--againſt- the Holy 


Ghoſt. Thus indeed the School- _ 


-.men have done , who o have made 
GE fix differences of this ſin, 
without ar any ground or 
warrant from Ecripture for ſo do- 
ing. And Bellar»:ine 1s fo liberal 
in beſtowing on {uch as he calls 
flereticks, that his opinion 1s,that 
a Man can ſcarce be a learned Pro- 
[teſtant without committing the ſin 
"I again] "| oly Ghoſt. Neither 
+-are the Papiſts the only Men that 
are miſtaken about this fin : but 
too many, Divines of the Refor- 


med C ches, have ſtarted aſide 
fromthe © cripture, and have gi- 
ven us ſuch intricate and contra- 


dictory 


V. in fine, 
me RERGA 


_ 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 2 


dictory definitions of this ſin , as 
tend only to the perplexing the 
tender Conſciences of weak Chri- 
ſtians. To make good this Cen- 
ſure , I will briefly ſet down fo 
much touching this fin, as I con- 
ceive is warranted by the Word 
of God, and wmnbly ſubmit to 
the judgment of the Learned. 
The Blaſphemy againſt the... 


O 
Holy Ghoſt, was an evil ſpeak-/... | 
ing of, or (andering of the Mir "0 
racles which our Saviour did, by 
thole,who though they were Coll- 
vinced by the Miracles,to believe / X's p 4 
that ſuch Works could not be ae i for 
done, but by the power of Godyef® Ate CY 
yet they did malitiouſly ſay, they 
were wrought by | the power © 
the Devil. 

In this Definition, theſe points 


are obleryable. 
A 3 "I: 
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--T. I forbear to call it the fin 
againit the Holy Ghoſt, but the 
/Bjaſ hemy Sor though every 
= be a fin in general , 
wi our Saviour Chriſt, - terms it 
\the Blaſphemy. And the Evan- 
gclifts do all agree, tO give it the 
{lame term:and*tisnow,herein ho- 
. Iy Scripture called the ſin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt;and yet it appears 
both in St. Mathew and St.Mark, 
that there-was juſt occaſion offe- 
red to' our. Saviour to call it ſo ; 
where he compares it with the 
fin againſt the Son of Man ; but 
+= + *the forbears ro call it any thing 
{but the Blaſphemy ; thereby, no 
doubt, to teach us , it confiſteth 
gnly | in curſed ſpeaking and Blaſ- | 
/ pheming. A ſerious” confide- | 
ration of this point , may teach 
ps ſo much moderation , as tO 
confine 


againſt the Holy, Ghoſt. 5. 
confine our {ſelves to; that term. 
which our Saviour in the. three | 
Evangeliſts hath preſcribed into 
us. I cannot find that any. Man 
that hath. writ. upon: this Argu- 
ment , hath made any obſervati- 
on, or 'nofed this phraſe and term. 
uſed by the Evangeliſts , ;.1n-pro- 
nouncing the. dreadful ſentence 
of. our. Saviour: againſt: the Blaſ. 
phemy - of. the Holy Ghoſt, I 
w1ll cite theſe Texts , ay where it 
is named;, Math. I2.:31- | Mark... 

i, 28 Luke, 1 1216. 

2. A ſecond Obſervation i ts, =, 
That Blaſphemy. is a ſpeaking-. 
againſt another, as both vt. Ma- > 
thew and Ir. Luke expound the 
word , for in the Original, .it is 


a blaſting tl the Fame , or En 


ne Sg 


of f another ; ;; for from —_ Gree 
word BAaopnut® both the F rench 
a = 
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Nation and our Engl;þ by con- 
traftion have "made the word 
blame: 

3: To paſs from Abs Name to 
the Thing it ſelf, we may obſerve 
by the coherence of the Texts, 
that Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, was ſpoken of by our Sa 
yiour , . concerning the _ Sctibi 
' and Phariſees, It was (faith St. 
Mark) becauſe the Phariſces ſaid, 
| he had an unclean ſpirit, and 
that he caſt out Devils by Belo. 
bub, .&»c. This ſpeech of the 
Phariſees > whereby they ſlande- 
red his Miracles, wrought by 
the pawer of the Holy Ghoſt 
1s properly the Blaſphemy againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. How tranſcen- 
dent a crime it was, to traduce 
that power by which our Savior 
wrought his Miracles. z may ap- 

pear 


— 
_ _ _—_ P: _ 


againſt tbe Holy Gboſt. 7 
pear, from the end for _which.... 


theſe Miracles were wrought ; ; 
which was, to prove to the _peo- 
; ple that fav them , that he was 
_ the Meſſtas zwhich is evident from 
the places of Scripture, wherein 
/ Be appeligh to his works,1o Fob, 
37. 38. 14. Foh. 1. 11 Math. 
4> 4. Fob. 29. Theſe and other 
places thew, that the working 
of Miracles , was an act of the 
moſt olorious manifeſtation of 
the power of God , by which at 
the firſt view , che ſimpleſt peo-., 
ple were led by their outward | \ 
ſenſe, to the great myſtery of. 
inward Faith in Chriſt their Re« * 
 deemer. _ 
Therefore, for thoſe-men that 
were eye-witnetles of thoſe Mti- 


racles which did make them know 


OE re Fob 


that t Chriſty was a Teacher come 


from 
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from God , to Blaſpheme that 
power, by which thele Miracles 
were wrought, and to ſay they, 
were done by the help of the De-; 
vil, was the moſt Picktful and. 
| icon: flander that could be 
invented ; for thereby they at- 
tempted, as much as in them lay, 
_- to deſtroy the very principles. of 
” Faith, and ''to prevent rhe very, 
firſt propagation of the:Goſpel., 
to the univerſal miſchief+ of KT 
. Mankind: © And * though theſe 
Phariſees were no- Chriſtians_,_ 
{and therefore could not fall away 


= from faith, which they never had, 


» yet they did: know and hallevs 


that Chriſt was a Teacher come. 


rom God; for ſo our Saviour 


/ tells them-, 7 7oh:. 28. Ye both +. 


Hom a. ey. 


| / know = whence I am. They 
did not believe him-as a Saviour, 


mm A 


a mr er pr CEOCCOOOs > 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 9 


-but as a great Prophet from God); 
(as the Mahometans do at this very 
day) they truſted to be ſaved by 
their Law, and becauſe he taught 
{uch things as .d1d abragate their 
Iaw, in which they fo much 
oloried , they were {o malicjous 
to his Doctrine » which they did 

not believe, that they ſpoke evil 

” of his Miracles which: they did 
believe; leaſt the people by ap- 
proving his Miracles , "an be- 
lieve his Doctrine. 4% 

. Obſerve, that its "WP'2 to be 
Blaſ phemy-. againſt the Holy. 

_ Ghoſt, becauſe, by. the. Holy) 
Ghoſt, the Miracles Were wrought \£ 


IE 


Math. 12 28.1 Cor 12. 10. 

-. The ie Blaſphemy, againſt the 
| San of Man- was , when men, 
| conſidered Chriſt as a,.tnereman, 
and did digracefully tax his con- 


| 6 1-20 Ver ation, 
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verſation , by ſaying, behold a 
/-glutton , a bibber of Wine, a 
\ friend to Publicans and ſinners. 
But the Blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, was, when Men be- 
| bolding Chriſts Miracles, did 
j / enviouſly aſcribe them to the De- 
\ ViL,which they knew and believed 
to be done by ' Gods power. 
6. The Tr formerly cited 
- out of the three Fvangeliſts, being 
all the places wherein the Bla 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
is named ; we cannot find b 
them, that we have any ſafe iſe 


and... Phariſees , and their 


Herive and conclude , that any but the- 
a, contmitted that ſin. 


I dare not ay ;that Fudacs, Fulian 
[ the Aptltate, , or Simon Magus, 
| or thoſe that ſtoned Stepher,were 

guilty thereof. 


7. The 
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| _ againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 11 

| 7. The Apoſtles have not in 

| any of their Epiſtles once men-,,_ 

| tioned this Blaſphemy , and yet | 

they were molt careful and f Sg 
| quent in exhortations from all 

| ſorts of fin : It were much there- 

fore if they ſhould omit or forget 

- ſuch a fearful crime, without of- 

- ten and preciſe admoniſhing to 
beware of it. And thongh ne» 
gative proofs from Scripture, are... 
not demonſtrative , yet the ge- F 
neral ſilence of the Apoſtles, 

| _ may atleaſt help to infer a pro- 

| _- bability, that the Blaſphemy 

againſt the Holy Ghoſt , is not. 

committable by any Chriſtian < 
which lived not in the tine -of | 

© our Savigur. As for thoſe Texts 

in the ſixth and tenth Chapter to 

the Hcbrews , and in 1 Fohn 5.4. 

I6. (which by late Divines RA 
| __ Expoun. 


% 
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expounded of the fin againſt the 
_ Ghoſt) I do not find that 
W. the Ancient Fathers did ſo un- 
derſtand them , ' excepting only 
St. Auſting , who 1{o interprets 
that'one place in St. Fobn , that 
—all men confeſs. him to be in_ an 
error. There be three Texts in 
the Epiſtles , wherein although 
the Blaſphemy againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt be not named , yet, moſt 


Pd think; 1t is intended and meant. 
And Bellarmine. .confuting St. 
b "Auſtin's J opinion, who held, that 
--final_ impenitency was the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) affirms, 
' that it ſeems the three Texts in 
the ' Epiſtles , are ſpoken of that 
fin ; -and yet this great Cardinal 
forgetting what hehad ſaid in'the 
lame Chapter contradicts him- 
felt, and RO how: t at thoſe 


three | 
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againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 13 
three places are not to be 1nter- 
preted of | that fin. Twill cite 
the Texts ,” and then his inter- 


pretation-of them , according to 
the expoſition of Sr. Ambroſe , 


.- Chr yſo oftom.. Hierom, and ker Ds 


'” Fathers, as he faith. 


EAR 92: Ge 347g 


The firſt is Heb, 6. It. is im- 


poſlible, &c. The Apoſtle here 
{peaks only: of Rmgee wm 
which did go before Baptiſine ;' 3 


for ſo Chryſoftome and Ambroſe , 
Ge. expound it ; - which the 


Apoſtle intimates in theſe words. 
Which were once enlightened ,, 


_.that is, Baptized, for- attciently , 


co be illuminated , ſignified to 
be Baptized. Secondly, 3 in theſe 
words (to renew again) for we 


are properly renewed in Bap-—_ 
tiſme. | Thirdly, intheſe (cruci- ©” 
"900 the Son of God afreſh) for 


when 
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when we are Baptrzed , we are 
conformed to the likeneſs of his 

death, 6 Rom. And as Chriſt was 

_ only once crucified, fo alſo we 

Are only once Baptized ; and he 

/ that will be again Baptized , 

{ Ahould again crucifie to himſelf 
Ghriſt. Tet me add this, that 
1n the verſes next before thisText, 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the founda- 
tion of Repentance, and the 
' Dod&rine'of aptilme. And mn 
this Text ; our new Tranſlation 
followeth Beza who hath Vari» 
ed from the Ori gina], by putting 
the conditional S if Fa inſtead of 


ON 1s, £ ood ut ro 


7 The Greck,and vulgar Tatine | Is, 


/* TAPE TVET OVTES ARG Gvpprats, LL 
unt 


oy 
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CY 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 1 5 
Eh ſunt crucifugentes p for the word 
- doth not "ſignify to fall away ,. 
but to fall caſually or CT Þ 
ly, ſo megrlog Galat 6. is tranſs | 
lated fault , but not falling away. 
_ Theſecond Text is, Hebrews 
0. 26.'For if we'fin willingly 
or wilfully, after we have receiv« 
ed the knowledge of the Truth,). 
there remains. no-more ſacrifice” —— 
for fin. An{wer,l ſay with Chry- 
ſoftom , Ambroſe , and other Fa=.. _ 
thers ; The ſence is, we muſt not * 


expect another Chriſt to dye_for.*__ > 


us, or that he thatdyed once,, ©” 


ſhould come.again to dye for us,/ 
The third Text, 1 Fob 5.. 
16. There isa ſin unto death: I 
do not {ay ye ſhall pray for it ; 
St. Hierom ſaith, that nothing elſe. 
is here meant , but that a Prayer | 
for a fin unto _ s very bare \ 


WO-#0 wn $4 wt 194 GAbe 
: , SOILS - 
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Ce ee rn re nn CO TE IIITG eto ——_—_— 


Of the ST. 


- y'or diffcultly heard ; and this 
ſeems : to - be* the rueſt ſenſe of 
this place': 'for St. Fobn faith; 

m.the verſe immediately before | 
we know we. have. the Petitions 


_ deſite"of hi him 7” therefore leaſt 


we ſhould'think this to hold true 
Mm all Petitions even for others, 
headds ; If any Man ſec his Bro- 
ther ſin a ſin, which isnot unto 


death,” he ſhall: ask, e9vc. he ſhall 


Jask, that i is, Tet him nk with con- 


” Aidengs: for he. ſhall "obtain ; bue 
if it be a ſin unto death , that is, 
Aa great (1 fin ; ſuch an- one "_ 1s not 


tt ordinarily pardoned, but puni« 


ſhed with: death : {do not ſay , 
ye ſhall pray for it,- that is I dare 


t promiſe that you ſhall-eaſtly 
Fob 


tain, 'and therefore I'do not 
ay that you ſhall pray for it;that 


A ii that confidence: of obtain- 


= ing 3 . 


avainſt the Holy Ghoſt. 17 
ing;for often in ſuch caſes , God 
.doth nothear the..Prayers of his ....._ 
Saints;as God faith, Fer. 7. x6.-If-. 
theſe expoſitionsupon the former 
Texts be found , the Definition 
of the ſinagainſt the Holy Ghoſt; 
cannot be grounded 'npon all or 
any of them:for as 1t 1s not name... 
ed , ſoit is not meant in any of— 
them ; but if they ſeem to any 
to be unſound , let him bring 
better and more agreeable to the 
literal meaning and ſence , cohe- 
rence and ſcope of the Text, and 
I ſhall gladly learn. It ſeems a 
probable expoſition- of the firſt 
place, Heb. 6. that'a learned Di- 
vine, who. produceth this Text 
for proof of his definition of the 
{in againſt the Holy Ghoſt, doth 
confeſs againſt bimfelf, thac the. 
Apoſtle in this place eaieth 2 {e-\) 

TY B--q=—.. cond. 


% 
NY 
% 
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cond Baptiſme , where he ſpeak- 
eth of Repentance , becauſe they 
are mentioned - together in the 
ſame place, and have ſome ath- 
nity and correſpondence. As for 
the ſecond 'Text, Heb. 10. I 
muſt ſay , that if Se. Paul in this” 
place , meant the fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt , that then this were 
| SE only deſperate Text. in the 
whole: Bible , for what Man is 
there that ſins not willingly; for 
Ao the word &x#0w: properly f1g- 
-+Nifies : Beza tranſlates it uliro , 
the vulgar I atine , woluntarie, Of 
willingly , not wilfully , or ob- 
of --- = It is but a miſerable ſhift, 
when St. Paul ſaith;, if we ſin 
willingly , for Mr Colwin to tell 
__.- 1s, that the Text dothnot mean 
every willing ſin, but only a ma- 
litious refiſting of the. Truth. 
Could 


5 
- 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 19 
Could not Sr. Pan',as caflily as 
Mr Calwin, have {aid , If we fin 
malitiouſly ,, as ſay if we fin | 
willingly ? My ——_— is, that / 
if the Text be adviſedly conſi- 
dered , there is no ſuch thing as 
ie fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt , 
or any other deſperate oaduſk. Is. 
on,to be found in the Text 3 the 
ſcope of the precedent verſes do. 
evidently expound the Apoliles 
meaning-to be this , to let. the. 
Fews know,, that the 'caſe was *» 
not now with them , as .it was; 
under the Law ; for under the} a 
Law they had daily-ſacrifice for 
ſin , but now under the” Colpet 
they had_biit one facr rifice,once. 


for all ; every ery Prieſt ſtandeth dai-! 


ly miniſtring and offering often 
times the ſame ſacrifice', but this 
Man after he had offered one 

B 3 {acrts 
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ſacrifice , for ever ſate down at 
' the righe hand of God, as it is, 
i verſe 11. of that Chapter, which 
may ſerve for a comment upon 
the Verſe now in queſtion. And 
It 1s worth our noting , that the 
Text doth not fay , if we fin wil- 
fully, there is no ſacrifice for fin;. 
; this had been an hard faying 1 in- 
deed ; but the words are, there 
remains no more. ſacrifice for {in ? 
of ; there is ſome comfortable diffe- 
'rence, -I hope,between theſe two 
propoſitions'; there is no ſacrifice, 
' and there remains no more facra- 
| (fice for fin : $6 that if we do not 
believe in that one lacrifice, as 
[/fiifficient , but look every day 
{ for ſome new Tacrifice for every 


| new ſin, we muſt expect no- 
\ching but judgment. 


WP, As to the third Ou =: Joh. 


PRA toy 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 5r 
6. 16. many would conclude , 
there is a fin for which we ma 


K= ray 3 Firſt, becaule it it 15 1r=" 
emiſfable , and this they- think 


Fo EF ——— be the ſin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt , meant by Sr. Fobn, 

Their beſt argument ”, Fobn A 

not ſaying we ſhould pray , 'is a = 
ſaying we ſhould not pray ; his 
ſilence to them is be 
This is bad Grammar, and worlſt 

I ogick. For we find, that W— 
Stephen prayed for them that ſto 
ned him, and yet told theth they * 
refiſted the Holy Ghoſt. And 

St. Peter TSS] Simon Mag, us 

to Repentance, and yet both 1 he 


and thoſe that ſtoned Stephen , 


are commonly | reputed f ſingers 

againſt the Ho hoſt... S'. 4 

broſe is of x charitable opinion, = 

chat he thinks the T1199 = - 
B 4 Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt may be ardoned by 


Repentance , becaute the people 
0 the” Fews., that had Lid - 
Chriſt, that he caſt out Devils by 
Belze bub afterwards at the bande 
'Ing of Sr. Peter, are ſaid to be 
converted : Adis 2. St. Auſtine 
AN a Retra& concludes, we muſt 
deſpair 'of no Man, nonot of 
"jche wickedeſt,as long as he liveth; 
/and we fafely pray for him , of 
whom we don't deſpair. For 
though it be expreſly {aid , That 
the Blaſphemy againſt the Hol y 
- Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven , yet 
theſe words may juſtly receive a 
/Falibation , if we will but al- 
Jow the ſame mitigation of theſe 
' words, which all Men confeſs we 
/ muſt needs allowto the precedent 
/ words in the ſame verſe, to 
\ which theſe have relation ; where 
it 


POW ORAL To Ti yo ny 


_All Blaſphemies ih 


things a are Tp oken indefinitely to 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 23 
It is ſaid generally, all Sins ,, and 
be forgiven, 
” It cannot_be meant of all ſins al-, 
ways, and to all Men, for then| 
no ſin could be damnable > but._ 
the fin againſt _ the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is moſt falſe ; = there- 
fore the meaning muſt be, all 
{ins ſhall be forgiven ordinarily ,. 
and for the m moſt part 3 "Too on the 
contrary , Blaſphemy againſt the . 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall not ordinaril narily ,. 


but hardly” be forgiven. _ Fven 


thoſe who are moſt ſtri& to main- 


tain the Sin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt , to be unpardonable, wall 
yet acknowledge, that ſometimes 


in Scripture, _Impoſlibility is aſed +. 
to note a difficulty, and thoſe} 


all, db ug belong but to a 
only. Thus the difficulty of a 
rich 


7 
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rich Mans entering into the King- 
dome of Heaven , is preſented 
to ns by our Saviour, under 


FAhe ſimilitude of an impoſſibility. 
Having diſpatch'd theſe Texts 


of Scripture which do either 


name, or are thought to con-. 


cern , the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, it remains to examine 
thoſe common Definitions of this 


- fin which © are "now current ; 


Po 


 } 


- 


though different in the terms by 
which they define it ; ſome call 
It a_total or final falling away 
from faith, or a wilful Apoltacy, 
Or a cious reſ! ſting of the 
truth ; yet when they « come to 
explain their meaning , the dif- 
ference among them is not confi- 
derable. I ſhall chiefly apply 
my ſelf to Mr Calvin's detinition, 


becauſe his Judgment hath gain- 
ed 


——_ EE Be ens 
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ed the greateſt reputation among 
the multicude; as alſo, for that he 
himſelf. promiſes {uch a true defi- 
nition, as ſhall eaſily, by at ſelf 
overthrow all the reſts - 4n his 


ff - pat qorees! Toaenlt tin ] | » SPR_ 
; / they ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt , \> _ 
Ot diving weritati (cn jus fulgor een 


fic perſtringuntur ut _iguorantia 


cauſari nequeunt) tamen deſtinata 


malitia reſiftunt , in boc tantagy , 
at reſiftkant. Arminit _ulc 
Mr Calvins words. The Rhe- 
torical Parentheſts ,. which might 
well have been ſpared in a defi- 
nition , being rednced to ; plain 
and brief terms; this definition 
of Calvin may. be thus Engliſhed, 
They ſin agamſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
who of determined malice, -reſiſt/| 
the known Truth of 'God, to\ 
the end only to reſiſt. In this 
OO Mr 
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Mr Calvin doth not define what 
he fin is, but who they are that 


/ commit it ; whereas by the Rules. 


ae L ogick, Concretes.admit of no 


© definition , but only Abſtracts... 


But taking the definition as it 
1s, 1t conſiſts principally upon 


:.-.. +, theſe three terms. Firſt, Truth; 
by  E:Zecondly, Known ; Thirdly,Re- 
*Hiſted;or a reſi ſting of the known 


Truth. The words being gene- 
ral and doubtful , we will conſi- 


der them ſingly. 


Firſt, If by the truth Mr Ca'- 


Vin underſtands the Word of 


<Ifrrs 


-vealedin the Scriptures, then the 


| ſenſe of this Term will be too _ 
large: for even the Phariſees | 


which ſpoke againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt , id not refiſt the whole 
\Truth.: of God in the Scripture, 
{or 


” » 
En ans Co 
® 


| > againſt the Holy Gholſt;a falling 


; — Faith, or Apoſtacy. 
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for they belie ed in the Law of 
Moſes, and had gonfidence to be 
ſaved by the keeping of it. And 
in defence of that Law, (as they 
thought ) they did Blaſpheme 
the Holy Ghoſt. Therefore pro- 
perly by the Truth of God, Mr 
Calvin muſt confine his meanin 
to the Truth of the Goſpel or \ 
'Dodrine of Faith, for Go both 
he himſelf and aches expound 
themſelves, by terming the fin 


away, or turning away from 


Secondly,By this word Known, 
Mr Calvin muſt mean belief, for. 
Faith is properly by believing 
not knowing the truth. 

| Thirdly, The Word, Refiſt-. 
ing, muſt mean unbelievi ing : for 
if CY of the Truth be w 
t C 


W 
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belief, then Reſting of the 
Truth muſt bets udbeltet. And 
indeed Mr. Calvin'explains him- 
ſelf in\ the ſame Chapter , 'fay- 
ing, there is' no place for pardan 
where knowledge is joyned with 
unbelief; Non eſſe vente locum 
Fe. Se then by this definition, 
to teiiiſt the Ws. Truth, is all 
one, as if Mr Calvin had faid'in \, 
proper terms, for a Man at- once 
- /q unbelieve that which he doth | 
- believe; which two things ut is | 
 impoſiihle. to.do together ? and 
if they be not together, there 
can be-no- refiſtance. Tt is true, 
that for-'ſome- reaſons, a Man 
may be brought, not to believe 
T 104 which he tortnerly believed. 
This cannotbe in an mſtant, but 
lucceflively 'unbelief comes in 
the. ©: place. of belief. And this. 
= may 
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may not be called a reſiſting, for 
that all refiſtance conſiſts in a 
violence | between * two-at the 
leaſt ; but where two. ſucceed. 

one «another ,, and are never to- 
gether, it cannot poſlibly. be. IL 

confeſs a Man may refiſt the 
Truth , when it is: a Truth, 
in it felf only, or m the 
underſtanding of fome : other 3 
but' to refift the Truth which ts 


| known, and believed by. the re- 
' faſter himſelf; is a direct contra- 


diction ; for the nature of- Truth 
is ſuch , that if the underſtand- 
ing apprehend it for Truth , it 
cannot bur aſſent unto it. No 


' Man can force himſelf to. believe 
What he lifts, or when he liſts. 


Sometimes a Man knows not 
what to believe, but finds a fuſe 
penſion of his Faith , or trepida- 

tion 
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tion of his underſtanding , not 
knowing which way to turn. 


This cannot be called a reliſting 


of the Truth , when the Truth 


ts not known , but doubted of. 
Again , ſome Truths there be , 
though they be aflented to by 
the underſtanding for Truths , 
yet they are not defired as good; 
for truth is one degree nearer the- 


* .-Foul of Man than goodneſs. The 
| Phariſees did apprehend the Mi- 


racles of our Saviour as'true, but 


. /Not as good , becauſe they ten-; 


ded to' the derogation of their 


. 1 aw, which they eſteemed a bet-: 


ter Trath. And for this cauſe , 
they - Blaſphemed: that Truth., 


-which in their hearts they belie-: 
'ved for Truth. For the truth. 


of words, or ſpeech, . is, (as the- 
Schools ſay) nothing elſe but the 
ho 
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_ - ſign of truth, not-trath it ſelf// | 


' for truth. it ſelf is ſeated in the 
underſtanding , and not in the 
ſpeech. That Truth which: the 
underſtanding aſſents _ to , the _ 
ſpeech may affirm to_be falſe j 
there are many things believed 
'in deed, which are denied in 
word: but fucha demal 1s nat 
reſiſting, but only making ſhew- 
of reſiſting,the Truth ; for re- 
ſiſtance muſt be in the ſame place 
where Truth is ; Truth being 
ſeated in the underſtanding, re- 
fiſtance muſt be placed there al- 
ſo ; the underſtanding can reſiſt 


no Truth, but by unbelieving of 


it. If Mr Calvin had intended 
of the Truth only in word ,, he 
had come one ſtep nearer to the 
Truth of Scripture, , but he was 
not ſo happy in the expreſſion of 
S * — =o 
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his meaning : nay his terms of 


Incredulity , Apoſtacy , falling 
away , &c. relate to a-real, not 
nie Bi Apoſtacy , and Un- 
belief. It remans then to my un- 
derſtanding, that Mr Calvin 
makes the reſiſtance of the Truth 
ito be a not believing of what we 


"\do believe ; which being 2 con- 


"alan ; he defines the Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; to be 
ſuch a in , as no Man poflibly 
can continic. And yet in the 
other extream, 1n expounding 
his own definition, he makes it 
ſuch a in, as no Man living but 
l, commits ; fot by his Dodrine , 
' (asI take it) any Sin may be the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. His 
words are theſe » Quorum COnv.- 
/ &ta eſt confcientia yerbuz Dei eſſe 
H Agnod repudiant @ impugnant, in:- 
pugnare 


agarnſt the Holy Ghoſt. 23 
pugnare tamen _ de a, ill | 
in ſpiritum blaſphemari dicunturiywngft, aun | 
WW oo Man 1s there:that doth nowerdes om. | 
daily,in ſome Point. or other, Fred. Yr 
ſake the word of God. 3 and ceanY ore dn 
ſes not to' 1impugne it, and: WS 
convinced thereof :'1n his Con- 
ſcience : I know Mr Calvin was 
far from thinking, that Sr. Paul, 

did Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, .. 
and yet St. Paul jt feems was: Bo 
-convinced in his Conſcience, that. 
it was the Word” of God he: 
fought againſt , and" yet ceaſed 
not to fight, againſt it, when he, 
iaith , he delighted 1n os Law! 
of God , yetanother I aw war-: 
ring againſt the Law of his mind, 
brought him into. Captivity « 
the L aw of Sin. What dange- 
rous conſequences weak Con- 
(ciences-may draw to themſelves, 
C2 out 
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Lheldg wht of chis unbridled, unlimited. 
bp "wy | grepropoſit ition of Mr Calr., let 
ſ- = : wathers judpe. There is a juſt cauſe 
I _ = *%E preſume to-except againſt Mr 
I S.. co Shaloin , and all others 5 who.in 
a his concurr with him,to omit the 

term of: Blaſphemy 1 in their .de- 

Aanitions ; for this is perpetually 

_ ablerved by our Saviour in his 

ſpeech concerning this Sin , by 
= Evangelifts with one conags 
= inſtead of the word Blaſphe- 
| he' hath brought in - the 

P WH reſiſt, ' for a Genus of 

this Sin : bur by what Authority 
Fknow not 5 I cannot find it, or 
the equivalent to it , in any of 
theſe places, which are ks 
fo W507 this' Sin. -4- find only 
falling away mentioned, H:b. 6. 
\ which phraſe is uſed by Mr Cat- 
' wit, for” reſi gy whereas fal- 

ling 
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ling away, and. reſiſting , are no. 


more alike. than fighting and run-- 
ing away , which are hittle- leſs 
than contraries. The laſt point 
ET ſhall conch in Mr Calypzzs de- 


finition, 4s; where he ſaith ; the 
Sinners againſt the Holy Ghoſt ' 
refiſt , to the end only that they. \ 
may reſl {t; and yet withall he 
tells, they refiſt out of a .deter- 
minate malice. Tf they reſiſt out 
of malice, then the end for 
which they oy ſt, 1s for the fatiſ+ 
faction of ow malice: ' ' The 
Phariſees here condemned by 
our Saviour ,, had an other end 


than bare reſiſting. The defence 


2 _ 


= 


of the I aw of Moſes, was the _ 


end for which they Blaſf phemed 8 
and not any. pleaſure was _ 


have in the bare and ſimple a& of 
reſi iſtance, We: find three: old 


opini- 


ab your: { | 
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opinions, concerning the. Sin 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt, but they 


| will but only name them. Ori- 

14 £2» thought, all Sins, committed 
Ti after Baptiſme, were Sins againſt 
| Chal 0=the Holy Ghoſt : his reaſon was 
pgecs 75 


only a witleſs conceit of his.own, 


If; 


* things, the Son only in all rea- 
{ſonable Creatures, the Holy 
| Ghoſt in all regenerate Men. 
[Therefore when Men Sin againſt 
\the Divine Perſon , which is in 
them , if they be Heathen , they 


if they be Chriſtians, they Sin 
againſt God the Holy Goſt; but 

; this opinion 1s falſe. The Novatian 
/Hereticks agreed with Origen in 
, opinion , for they denied remi{- 
_ ſton of Sins toany that fell,think- 
=; ing 


were Jong ſince exploded; I 


* PThat God the Father was in all 


Sin againſtGod the Father,or Son; 


PEEP? Cn 16 Is OS 
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1mpenitency to be the Sin a 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 57 


ing al falls of Chriſtians to be 
Sins againſt the Holy Ghoſt; bur 
_ this opinion is falſe ; elſe all Sins 


were unpardonable to Chriſtians. 
Yet we ſind $7. Pau/,;to remit the 
Sins of the inceſtuous Corinthian. 

Our Saviour allo chargeth the 
Phariſees with this, who were no 
Chriſtians. Sr. Auſtin thought final E 22d 


oainſt 


imp a 


the Holy Ghoſt ; but final impe*. 
nitency is no Blaſphemy,but only” 
a general circumſtance, that may 


accompany any Sin : befides,our 


Saviour intends, that this Sin may 
be found in this life. And the 
Phariſees were alive when they 
were accuſed of it. Pet. Lumbard 


2 x we” #* 
and Tho. Aquinas,thought Sihs of $. FN | 
-Malice,to be Sins againſt the Hops A-4., ; 


ly Ghoſt, and Sins of infirmity@., of: 
againſt the Father,and Sins of ig- a 
 Norance 
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-Norance againſt the Son. Thiso oph- 

nion. is falſe., becanſe the Sin a- 

gainſt the Holy Ghoſt,muſt be a 

Sin of ſome certain Blaſphemy , 

- but. malice is no certain Sin, but 

| a General, and 'tis not always a 

Blaſphemy. FM 

| The fix differences the School- 

"men make of the Sin againſt the 
FRO cs Gholt, are' theſe ; 

SL Envying. of our Brothers 

| you Oboe; ; 2. Impugning of the 

&# Known Truth: 3- Deſperation 3 

1.4- Obſtinacy ; 5. Preſumption 3 

' 6.. Final Impenitency. | 

In this determination. of the 

point, of Blaſphemy againſt. the 

>» Holy Ghoſt and: the'i inquiry made | 

CT into MrCalvms and others new 

4. a» qdefinition ; I hope I have deli- 

| _.*, Vered. nothing contrary to the. Ar- 

ticles. of the Church of Englazd. 
F.FNES8. 
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eA Tract on the Sacra- 
ment of the LokDs 
SUPPER, 


Kind SIR, ; 

Fi = N peruſal of: your 
el: Letters together with 
N 2 I: theSchedule incloſed, 
9 GI no Circumſtance did 

SE much move me, as 
this, _ bo ordinary | Points as are 
diſc -uſt there, andthat'in a bare and 
ordinary manner , {hould amuſe 
either your ſelf or any man elle; 
that: pretends to or dinary Ava 
ledge in Controverſies in Chriſtian 
Religion. For the Points therein 


D 2 diſ- 
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di(cuſt are no other than the {ub- 
ject of every common Pamphler, 
and ſufficiently known (that i; may 
jolay) in every Barbers Shop... Yer 
becaute you require my Opinion 


of matters therein queſtion, I wil- 


ingly afford it you, though I fear 
[ ſhall more amuſe you with tel- 
ling you the Truth, . chan the Diſ- 


purants there did,' by abuſing you 


with Error. For the. plain and ne- 
ceſlary  ( though: netliies unwel- 
come) Truth 1s, that in the greater 
part: of the Diſpute, both parties 
much miſtook themſelves,and that 
fell out which 1s in the comon Pro- 
verb. /c. Whilſt the one nulks the Ram, 


the other holds under the Sieve. "That 


you may ſee this Truth with your 
Eyes, I divide your whole Diſpute 
into two Heads; the:one:concern- 

ing the Euchariſt, the ather con- 
| cerning 
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of the Lords Supper. ar 
cerning the Churches miſtakmg it ſelf 
about Fundamentals. "gr - 
' - For the firſt, It conſilteth of rwo 
parts; of a Propoſition, 'and of a 


Reply : The Propolition exprel- 


ſes (at leaſt he that made it intend- 
ed it {o to do, though he miſtakes) 
the Doctrine of the Reformed 
Churches, concerning the preſence 
of Chriſt in-the Euchariit. The 
Reply doth the like for the Church 
of Rome in the lame Argument: 
Now that you may ſee how indif- 
terently I walk, 4 will open the 
miſtakes of both parries, that ſo the 
cruth of the thing it ſelt ( being 
unclouded of Errors) may the 
more clearly ſhine forth. 

The firſt miſtake common to 
both is, Thar they ground them- 
ſelves much upon the words of 
Conlecration, as they are called, © 

\ D3 _ 
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_ and ſuppoſe, "That upon the pro- 
nouncing of thoſe words, ſome- 
thing befalls chat action, which 
otherwiſe would not ; and that 
without thoſe words the action 
were lame. Sir, I muſt confeſs 
my ignorance unto you. I findno 
ground for the neceſſity of this do- 
ing. Our Saviour inſtituting that 
Holy Ceremony, commands us to 
do what he did, leaves us no Pre- 
cept of faying any words, nei- 
ther will 3t be made appear, that 
| | either the bleſſed Apoſtles, or Pri- 

mitive Chrittians had any ſuch 
Cuſtom : Nay the contrary will 
be made probably to appear out 
of {ome of the antienteſt Writings 
of the Churches Ceremonials. Our 
Saviour indeed uſed the Words , 


- COTE mn nm RT nn 
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(but it. was to expreſs what his | 
' meaning was ; had he barely a&t- | 
4. 
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ed the thing, withour expreſſing 
himſelf by ſome ſuch Form of 
Words, we could neyer have 
known what it was he did. But 
what neceflity is there now of (o 
doing? for when the Congrega- 
tion 1s met together, to the break- 
ing of Bread and Prayer, and ſee 
Bread and Wine upon the Com- 
munion "Table, is there any man 
can doubt of the meaning of ir, 
although the Canon be not read ? 
It was the farther ſolemnizing, and 
beaurifying thar holy action whic 
brought the Canon in ; and not 
- an opinion of adding any thing to 
the {ubſtance of the action. For 
that the words were uled by our 
Saviour to work any thing upon 
the Bread and Wine, can neyer out 
of Scripture or Reaſon be deduced, 
and beyond thele rwo, I have no 

D 4 ground 
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ground for my Religion , neither 


-1n Subſtance nor in Ceremony. 


The main Foundation that up- 
holds the necefiry of this form of 
ation now in ule, is Church- 
- Cuſtom and Church-Error. 

| Now for that Topique place of 


Church-Cuſtom , it is generally | 


roo much abuled : For whereas na- 
rurally the neceſſity of the thing 
ought to give warrant to the pra- 
ice of the Church , I know not 
by what device matters are turned 
about, and the cuſtomary practice 
"of the Church is alledged to prove 
the neceſſity of the thing ; as if 
things had received their Original 
from the Church-Authority, and 
not as the truth is, from an high- 
er Hand. As for the Churches Er- 
ror, on which ] told you this Form 
of a&tion is founded, it conſiſts in 


the 
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the uncautelons taking up an un- 
ſound ungrounded concluſion of 
the Fathers for a religious Maxim. 
St. Ambroſe, 1 trow, was he that 
ſaid it, and poſterity hath too ge- 
nerally applauded it, Accedat ver- 
bum ad elementum, & fiat Sacramen- 
tum. By which they would per- 
{wade us, againlt all experience, 
that to make up a Sacrament, there 
muſt be ſomething ſaid and ſome- 
thing done ; whereas indeed tothe 
perfection of a Sacrament, or ho- 
ly Myſtery - ( for both thele are 
one) it is {ufheient that one thing 
be done whereby another is {igni- 


hed, though nothing be faid art all. 
When Tarquinius was walking in 
his Garden, a Meſſenger came and 
asked. him, what: he would have 
done unto the Town of Gaby, then 
newly taken? He anſwered no- 


thing, 
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thing. But with his Wand ſtruck off 
the tops of the higheſt Popies ; and 
the Meſſenger underſtanding his 
meaning, cut off the Heads of the 
chief 7 the City. Had this been 
done in Sacris, it had been forth- 
with truly a Sacrament, or holy 
Myſtery. (um in omnibus Scientiis v0- 
ces ſignificent res, hoc babet proprium 
Theologia, quod ipſe res fignificate per 
voces, etiam ſfigmficent aliquid , ſaith 


Aquinas ; and upon the lecond fig- 
nification are all O_ and my- 


ſical ſenſes founded : So that © 
Sacris, a Myſtery or Sacrament is 
then acted, when one thing is done 
and another is {1gnified, as it is in 
the Holy Communion , though 
nothing & {aid at all. The ancient 
Sacrifices of the Jews, whether 
weekly, monethly, or yearly, their 
Paſſover, their ſitting in Boothes, 


CW. 
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7c. Thele were all Sacramemts , 
yet we find nor any {acred torms 
of words, uſed þy the Priefts or 
People in the execution of them. 
To ſum up that whieh we haye 
to ſay in- this Point, he calling 
upon the words of con{egrayjonin 
the Euchariſt,is too weakly fopad- = 

ed tobe made argymentatiye, far - 
the action 1s perfect, wherher thole 
words be uledor forbarn: And 
in truth ro ſpeak my apinian, [ 


ſee no great harm could enſue, - 


were they quite omitted, Certain- ' 

ly thus much good would follow, 
that ſome part ( though not a lit- 
tle one) of the ſuperſtition that ad- 
heres to that action, by realon of 


an ungrounded concelt of the ne- 


ceſlity and force of the words ia ir, 
would forthwith pill oft and fall 
away : I wouldnor have you un- 

derſtand 
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deftand me ſo, as ifI would pre- 
{cribe for, or delire the Aiſa of 
\ the words; only two things I 
would commend to you, Firſt, 
That the uſe of the Canon is a 
thing indifferent. And, Secondly, 
Thar in this knack of making Sa- 
craments, Chriſtians have taken a 
greater liberty than they can well 
juſtify : Firſt, In forging Sacra- 
. ments, more than God ( for ought 
doth or can appear ) did ever in- 
tend : And Secondly, In 3dding 
tro the Sacraments inſtituted of 
-God many formalities, and cere- 
momnial circumſtances upon no 
warrant but their own ; oohich Cir- 
cumſtances by long uſe, begar in 
the minds £ men a conceit, that 
they were eſſential parts of that to 
which indeed they were but appen- 
dant; andthatonly by thedeviceof 
_ ſome 


$0 OVA ip a A IE; —_— - 


of the Lords Supper. 49 
ſome who practiſed a power in the 
Church morethan was convenient. 
\ Thus much for the furft com- 
mon miſtake.  _ 
The Second is worle thanit; 
You fee that both parts agreed in 
the acknowledgment of. the real 
preſence of the Body. of Chriſtin 
the Euchariſt, though they differ 
in the manner of his Preſence, and 
application of himſelf to the recei- 
ver; though the Proteſtant Diſpu- 
tant ſeems to have gone a lictle be. 
yang his Leader : Had he expreſt 
umlelt in. the point of Bread and 
Wine; what. became of it, whe- 


ther it remain'd in its proper nature 
yea or no, I could the better have 


tathom'd him : Now theſe words 
of his, that the. Bread and Wine 


after conſecration are trulygand 


really the Body of Chriſt, howſo- 


AG) 
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with thatclauſe, not after:a carnal, 
but aftet'a ſpiritual manner, yet Rill 
remain too crude and raw; and 
betray. the Speaker for a Lutheran 
at leaft;,if not for-a .favourer of 
the Gliurth of Roje';. for as for 
chat. Phraſe, - of -a ſpititual manner, 
which: ſeems ro giye.fealon ani 
py to his conchuſion, it 
can. yield him buti{mall relief: 
the firſt, To ſay therfleſh:of Chrift 
3s in the Bread, butrhot after a car's 
Hal mannet, 1s: butthe. {lame;non- 
lence; which the Dyvines of Rant 
put upon us on the'like occaſion, 
when tethng us,  thattheBlood of 
Chriſtis really ſacnticed;and ſhed 
inthe Sacrament; they add by way 
of. Glols;: thatit is done: mcynente, 
unbjpodil y-.; bythe bike Analogy 
wy hoy ell tas, if they "_ 
tnat 


ever they. are {uppled - allayed 


ow. 
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that the body of Chriſt is there in- 
corporated unbodily , Fleſh not 
_carnally may pals the Preſs jointly 
the next Edition of the Book of 
Bulls. Again, in another reſpe&, 
Thar clau 4 , Of a ſpiritual manner 
doth your Proteſtant Diſputer but 
little ſervice, if anyatall; forthe 
Catholick Diſputant contriving 
with himſelf how to ſeat the Body 
of God in the Euchariſt, as may 
be moſt for his eale, tells us, that 
_ -he is there as Spirits and glorified 
Bodies ( which St. Paul calls ſpiri- 
taal) are in the places they poſleſs , 
{o then, the one tells you the Body 

.of Chriſt is there really, bur ſpirt-. 
_. ually._; rhe other, that heis there 
really, but as a Spiritin a place; 
and what now, ] pray you, is the 
difterence between them ? By the 
way, in the paſſage you may lee 
5 what 


on 
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what account to make of your Ca-. 


tholick Diſputer. Ariſtotle, and 
with him common ſenſe, tells 


us thus much, That he that compares 


two Bodies together, muſt know them 
both , Doth this Gentleman know 


any thing concerning the ſite and - 


locality of Spirits, and Bodies 


glorified ? if he doth, let him do 
us the courtely as .to ſhew. us, at 
what price he purchaſed that de- 
oree of knowledg, that ſo we may 
try our Credit, and leeif we can 
buy it:at the ſame rate ; Tertius e 

elo cecidit (ato ? 1s he like a ſe- 


cond Paul, lately deſcended our 
of the. third Heavens, and there 


hath made us the diſcovery ? for 
by what other means he could at- 
tain to that knowledg,. my. dul- 
neſs cannot ſuggeſt.Bur it he dorh 
not know { as indeed he neither 


doth 
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doth nor can, for there is no means 
left to make diſcovery that way ) 
then with what congruity, can be 
tell us that the Body of Chriſt is in 
the Bread, as Spirits, and glorified 
Bodies are in their places , if he 
know not what manner of locati- 
on and ſite, Spirits and glorified 
Bodies have? 1 ſhall not need to 
prompt your diſcretion thus far, 
as that you ought not to make 
dainties of ſuch truiclels and deſpe- 
rate Diſputers ; who, as the Apo- 
{tle notes, thruſt themſelves into 
things they have not ſeen, and up- 
on a falſe ſhew of knowledge, a- 
buſe eafte Hearers, and of : od 
they know not, adventure to ſpeak 
they know not what. 

 Toreturn then, and conſider a 
little more of this ſecond miſtake 
common to both your Diſputants, 

= L 


54 On the Sacrament 
I will deal as favourably as I can 
with: your Proteſtant Diſputer.. 


for though I think he miſtakes 


himſelf ( for I know no Proteft- 


ant that teacheth,that the common 


Bread, after the word {poken is re- 
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ally made the Body of Chriſt ) yer | 


he might well take occaſion thus 


to-erre out of {ſome Proteſtant 


Writings : For generally the Re- 


formed Divines do falſly report | 


that Holy Aion, whether you re- | 


oard the Eflence or Uſe thereof. 


For firſt, if whe 20 of the Eſ- | 


ſence, ſome Prote 


authority for the Gentlemans Er- 
ror. 


tants, and that , 
of chief nore, ſtick nor to fay,That 
the words of Confecration are not 

a meer Trope, and from hence it 
mult needs follow, that in ſome | 
lence they mult needs be taken li- | 
terally, which is enough to plead 


6-240 0 x, p$ 7 - 


of the Lords Supper. 55 
ror. But that which they preach 
concerning a real preſence and 
participation of Chriſts Body in 
the Sacrament ; they expound nor 
by a ſuppoſal that the Bread be- 
comes Gods Body, but that toge- 
ther with the Sacramental Ele- 
ments, there is conveighed into the 
Soul of the worthy Receiver , the 
very Body and Blood of God, bur 


. after a ſecret, ineffable, and won- 


derfull manner. From hence, as I 


take it, have proceeded thele crude 


{peeches of the Learned of the Re- 


ormed parts, ſome dead, ſome li- 


ving,wherein they take-upon them 
co allure the Divines of Rome, that 
we acknowledge a Real Preſence 
as well as they ; but for the man- 
ner how, con, or trans, or ſub, or in, 


imntzouer, we play the Scepticks, and 


determine not. This conceit, be- 


ES {ides 
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fides the falſhood of it,-15 a meer: 


novelty, neither is it to be found 
in the Books of any of the Anti- 


ents,till Martin Bucer roſe. He out 


of an unſeaſonable baſhtulneſs , 


and fear to feem to recede too far. 


from the Church of Rome, taught 
to the purpole now related, con- 
cerning the Doctrine of Chrilt's 
Preſence in the Sacrament, and 
from him-it deſcended into the 
Writings of Calvi and Beza,wholſe 
Authority have well-near fpread 
it ovef the face of the Reformed 
Churches. This is an Exror which; 
as I ſaid, touches the-Eflence of 
that holy Action ;. bur there are 
many now which touch the end 
-anduſe of it, which are- practiſed 
by the Reformed parts ; for out 
of an extravagant fancy they have 


of it, theyabule it ro:many ends, 


of 
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of which we may think the firſt 
Inſtituter { ſave that he was God, 
and ' knew all things. ) never 
thought of : For we make it an __ 
Arbitrator of Civil buſineſles ; and, 


imploy it in ending. Controver- 


fies ; and for Confirmation of 
what we lay or do, we common- 


ly promiſe to take the Sacrament 


Sys 


upon it ; weteach, that it confirms 
our Faith in Chriſt, whereas in- 
deed the receiving of it is a {ign 


- of Faith confirmed,and men come 


to it to teſtifie that they do be- 
lieve, not to procure that they may 
believe ; For if a Man doubt of 


the truth of Chriſtianity, think you 


that his {cruples would be remo- 
ved upon the receiving of the Sa- 


crament ? I would it wereſo; we 
1hould not. have fo many doubt- 
.ing Chriſtians, who yet receive 


Bot: -- the 
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the Sacrament oft enough: We 
. xeach it to be Yiaticum morientium, 
' - whereby we abuſe many diltrefſed 
Conlciences, and fick Bodies, who 
ſeek for comfort there, and find- 
ing it not, conclude from thence 
_ (Lpeak what know) fome de- 
fe&t in their Faith. The partici- 
pation of this Sacrament to fick 
and weak perſons, what unſeemly 
events hath it occaſioned, the vo- 


miting up of the Elements anon, | 


uponthereceiptof them,thereſurg- 


ing the Wine into the Cup, before 


the Miniſter could remove his 
hand to the interruption of the 
action ? Now all theſe Miſtakes 
and Errors have riſen upon ſome 
ungrounded and fond practices, 
crept long fince ( God knows 
how) into the Church, and as yet 
not ſufficiently purged out, I will 


| 
: 
; 
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be bold to inform you what it is, 
which is Tg&w y«ilo-, the main 
fundamental fallacy, whence all 
thele abules have ſprung. There 


hath been a fancy of long ſubſilt- — — 


ance in the Churches, that in the 
Communiqn there is ſomething 
given beſides Bread and Wine, of 
which the Numerality given, men 
have not yet agreed ; Some {ay 
itis the Body of God into which 
the Bread 15 tranſubſtantiated. ; 


- Some lay it 15 the ſame Body with 


which the Bread is conſubſtantia- 
red. Some, . that the Bread re- 
maining what it was, there paſle; 
with it co the Soul the real Body of 
God, in a ſecret unknown man- 
ner; Some, thata further degree 
of Faith is ſupplied us ; Others, 
that ſome degree of Gods grace, 
whatever it be, is exhibited which 

"<4 . 
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otherwiſe would be wanting : All 
which variety of conceits muſt 
needs fall out, as having no other 
round, but conje&ure weakly 
tounded. To ſettle you therefore 
in your Judgment, both of the 
thing it ſelf, and of the true uſe 
of it, I will commend to your 
conſideration theſe few Propoſiti- 
ONS, 
Firſt, In the Communion, 
- _there is nothing given but Bread, 


- and Wine. 


Secondly, The Bread and Wine | 


are {1gns indeed, but not, of any 
thing there exhibited, but of ſome- 
what given long fince, even of 
Chriſt given for us upon the Croſs 
ſixteen hundred years ago, and 
More, 


Thirdly, Jeſus Chriſt is eaten at 


the CommunionTable in no ſence 


neither 


(: 
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neither Spiritually, by virtue of'a- 
ny thing done there , nor really, 
neither Mertaphorically, nor Lite- 
rally. Indeed that which is eaten 


(I mean the Bread) is called Chriſt. 


by a Metaphor ; bur it is eaten tru- 
ly and properly. 
Fourthly , The Spiritual eating 


of Chriſt is common to all places, 


as well as the Lord's Table. 

Laſt of all, "The Uſes and Ends 
of the Lord's Supper can be no 
more than ſuch as are mentioned 
in the Scriptures, and they are but 
two. 


of God, ſpecified by himſelf atthe 
Inſtitution of the Ceremony. 

Secondly, To teſtify our Union 
with Chriſt, and Communion one 
with another ; which end St. Payl 
hath taught us. Ea 


 Firft, The commemoration of - 
the Death and Paſſion of the Son 


—_ 
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In theſe few Concluſions the 
whole Doctrine and Ule of the 


Lord's Supper is fully ſet dowa; 
and wholo leadeth you beyond _ 


this, doth but abuſe you. Quicquid 
ultra gummy non intelhgitur. "The 


proo of theſe Propoſitions would | | 


require more than the Limits of a 
Letter will admit of; and I fee m 
ſelf already to have exceeded hel 
Bounds. I will therefore pals away 
to conſider the ſecond part of your 
Letter. . 


In this ſecond Part, I would you 
had pleaſed to have done as in the 


firſt you did, Thatis, not only ſer 


down the Propoſition of the Ca- 
tholick, but ſome. Anſwer of the 


Proteſtant , by which we might 


have diſcovered his Judgement; 


I might perchance have uſed the 


ſame 
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ſame Liberty as I have done be- 
fore, namely diſcovered the miſ- 
Rakes of both parties ; for I ſuſpe& 
that as there they did, ſo herethey 


. would have given me caule e- 


nough. Now I content my ſelf 
barely to ſpeak to the Queſtion. 
The Queſtions, Whether the Church 
may Err in Fundamentals * By the 
Church 1 will not trifle as your Ca- 
tholick doth, and mean only the 
Proteſtant Party, as he profeflerh 
he doth only the Roman Fathion. 


Bur I ſhall underſtand all Fa&tions - 
in Chriſtianity, All that  enatle 


themſelves to Chriſt, whereloever 
diſperſed all the World over. 
Firt, I Anſwer, Thar every 
Chriſtian may err that will : for if 
men might not err willfully, chen 
there could be no Hereſie . Here- 
ſie being nothing elſe bur wilful 
fo” Error : 
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Error : For it we account mif- 
| takes befalling us through humane | 
Frailtiesto be Hereſies, then it will 
follow, That every man ſince the | 
Apoſtles time was an Heretick ; | 
for never yet was there any Chri- 
ſtian, the Apoſtles only excepted, | 
which did not in ſomething con- | 
cerning the Chriſtian Faith miſ- 
take himlelf, either by addition or 
omiſſion, or muſinterpretation of | 
* ſomething, An evident fign of this | 
Truth you may ſee in this by the 
| Providence of God:theWritings of | 
many learned Chriſtians from the | 
Spring of Chriſtianity, have been | 
left unto poſterity, and amongſt | 
all thoſe;{carcely any is to be found | 
who is not confeſt on all hands to 
have miſtaken ſome things , and 
thoſe miſtakes ' for the moſt. part 
ſtand upon Record by ſome who 


A 
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purpoſely obſerved them. © Nei- 
ther let this (1 beſeech you) be- 
get in you a concelt as 1F-I meant 
ro diſgrace thoſe whoſe Labours 
have been andare of infinitebene- 
fitin the Church. For if Ariſtotle, 
and Aphrodiſeus, and Galen, and the 
reſt of thoſe Excellent men whom 
God had indued with extraordina- 
ry portions of natural Knowledge, 
have with all thankful and'ingeni- 
ous men throughout all Generati- 
ons retained their Credit entire , 
notwithſtanding; it is ackhowledg- 
ed that they have all of them in 
many things ,, {werved: from the 
Truth; "Then, why ſhould not 
Chriſtians : expreſs the ſame inge- 
nuity to thoſewho have'laboured 
before us in .the:Expoſition of the 


Chriſtian Faith, and highly efteem 
them for their Works ſake, their 


many 
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many infirmities notwithſtanding? 
You will fay, that for private per- 


-fons it is confeft they may and dai- 
ly do err ; But can Chriſtians err 
by whole Shoals, by Armies meet- 


ing for defence of the 'Truth in Sy- 


nods.and Councils , eſpecially Ge- 


neral, which are countenanced by 


-thegreat Fable of all the World, 


- theBifſhopof Rome 2 


-— 


_- may not err, 


"ow * 


Fanſwer, To ſay that Councils | 
though private per- | 


ſons may, at firſt ſight is a merry 


ſpeech; 'as if a man ſhould fay, 
That every fingle Souldier indeed 


may runaway, but a whole Army 
" cannot, efpecially having Flannibal 


for their Captain; and fnce it is 
confett, that all fingle perions not 


_only: may; but doerr, itwill prove 
a very bard matter, to gather out 


- of theſe a multitude, of whom be- | 


ing 
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ing gathered together, we may be 
h—_ they ji err. I muſt 
for mine own part confels, that 
Councils, and Syneds not only 
may and have erred, but confide-.. 

ring the means how they are ma-” 

naged, it were a.great marvel if _ 
they did not err : For what men 
are they of whom thole great 
Meetings do confift ? are they the - 
beſt, the molt learned, - the moſt 

vertuous, the moit likely to walk 
uprightly ? No, the greateit, the 
moit ambitious, and many times 
men, neither of Judgment, nor 
Learning ; ſuch are they of whom 
theſe Bodies do conlift : and are 
theſe men in common equity like- 
ly to determine for "Truth ? Que wt 
in vita, fic n cauſis, [pes quoque_im-.. 


probas alunt, as Quintilian ipeaks. * 
Again, when ſuch perſons are 


thus 
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thus met, their way to proceed to 
concluſion , is not by weight of 
/ Reaſon, but by multitude of Yotes 
and Suffrages; as if it were a max- 
im in nature, that the greater part 
_-muſt needs be the better ; where- 
” as our common experience {hews, 
That, Nunquam ita bene agitur cum 
Prebus bumanis ut plures ſint meliores, 
- It was never heard in any profeſſi- 
on , that Concluſion - Truth 
went by plurality of Voices, the 
Chriſtian profeſſion only excepted; 
and [ have often muſed how it 
comes to pals, that the way which 
in all other Sciences is not able to 

_ warrant the pooreſt Concluſion, 
ſhould be thought ſufficienc to give 
authority to Concluſions in Divi- 
nity , the - Supream Empreſs of 
Sciences. But 1 ſee what it is that 
& uſually pleaded, and with your 


leave 
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things at length end in the Spirit; > CS; off 
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leave I will a little conſider of it. 
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all poſſibilicy of miſtaking ; and vs +1 px] 
this 1s that they ſay, wh odYey 
way of ending Controverlies, >..., A rewP 
which in all other Sciences is lqglomy - pad 

emptible, gives a deternityers -- 1... 
ning to: Theological Diſpures Ofe."'-. « . . 2 
ſo'great Authority, And thismu- 
fick of the Spiritis ſo pleaſing,that 
ithath taken the Reformed Party_>,/ _ 
too.; For with them likewiſe afl / 


bur with this difference, that: x. 

thoſe of Rome confine the Spirit -—.. 

to the. Bifhops and Counſels .of 

Rome ;. but the Proteſtant en- 

largerh this working of the Spirit, 
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and makes it the Dire&or of prt- 
_Fate meditations. I ſhould doubt- 


leſs do great injury to. the good- 
nels of God, if I ſhouid deny the 


el ſtance of *God to the 
world, to preſerve them 
both from Go in their Actions, and 
? k:Bamnable errors in their opinions; 
enfi Bos pegt-much. more ſhould I do it, if 1 
-— "ena it :to-the Church of God: 
bur this afGltance of God may very 
_ S_ be, : and; yet.men 'may fall 
ll F _— ” antoſin and _— St. Paul Shore 
Il 1ng to the Gentiles, tells them that 
God was with. them in ſo palpable 
a manner, that even by groping 
y d(eRgo.chey might have Io ao 
||-2-7 23. pg=bot he and we know, what the 
mY Gentiles did. Chriſt hath promiſed 
his perpergal aſſiſtance x6 - his 
Church ; but hath he left: fy Pro- | 
\Phelie, that the. Cue: ſhould 
per- | 
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perpetually adhere to him? if any_ 
man think he hath, tis his part co- 
inform us, where this Prophely is 
to be found. "That matters: may 
go well with men,two thingsmult 
congur, the afliftance of God to, ___ 

-wen , and. te pen 

- men to God ; if either of thele 

be deficient, there will be, lictle 
ood done. Now the. firlt of _ 

— thele. is. never.,deficient, Þut.the 

ſecond is very often ; ſo that the 
Promiſe of. Chriſts perperual.pre. = 
ſence made unto the Church, in- - ,. 
fers not ar all any. preſumption 
of Infallibilicy. As for that term 
of Spirit which 'is ſo-much taken 
up, to open the danger that lurks 
- under jt, we. mult a little diftin- 
uiſh,upon the Word, This term. 
[Seri of God, either ſignifies the .._ 
third Perſon inthe bleſſed Trinity, 
Hong! F 2 or 
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--Wiracles; of Tongues, of Heal- 
iftg; 6; which was given to the 
XpoRttes, -a44d -orher of the Primi- 
rive Chriſtians, atthe firſt preach- 
ng ot the Gol &. but both rheſe 
rteanitis ate ſtrangers to our pur- 

pole; F he Spirit of God, as ir 


hand. fi 1gnifies either omething 


us ;” Wichout us, it ſignifies the 
[ voritren Word, recorded itt the 
hp <1" Books if the Prophers;" Apoſtles, 
| . 46d Evifigeliſts,” Which are meto- 
— ymalh called che Spirit, * be- 

-"tatife the'Hol Ghoſt ſpake thoſe 
| things Vy chat fotiths when they 
[ lived, andinow {peaks unto us by 
their pens when they are dead.” If 

| ou pleaſe to Freved |, thisal6ne 


ſence, 


or elſe the wonderful , power of 


© conceriis the Queſtion here in- 


A+ vichin'us of ſornething withour 


is Ike as CHO YR In b18'abe | 
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intus eſſe, there mult be fomahing 


either it lignifies aTocrer Illapſe,okVFP 


oppoſed againſt the fleſh, Swhioh © — 
dengmigates: us {piritual men, and 
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ſence, to give us directions both 
in our actions and. opinians ;. he 
that tells you-of agother Spirit in... 
the Church ro. dire. you. .in Jour 
way, may. as well tell you. a.tals 
of a Puck, or awalking -Spir n 
the Church-Yard. Bur chax. yh 
Spirir ſpeaking without. us; yay 
be beneficial ro us, oporiet aligrd 
within us, which alſo we call the 
Spirit ; and. this.is rwotold.: Fox 


ſupernatural Influence of God up; Wick pag. p 

on the hearts. of men, by which 2. 

he is ſuppoſed inwardly ro indlip Wl 
elx 


inform, and, direct men. int 


ways, and wills, . and to preſerve 
them from {in jand, nuſtake;;, os > 
elſe ir ſignifies. that inus; whithyis . 


y - by 
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by which weare ſaid towalk accord- 
ing to the Spirit ; chat which St. Paul 
means, when he tellsus, The Fle 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, 'and the Spt- 
 rit againſt the Fleſh, ( Rom. 7.) ſo 
that we may not do what we lift. Now 
of theſe two,the former.it is, which 
the Church ſeems to appeal unto 
in de.ermining Controverſies by 
way of Counſel : But to'this I have 
| Aittle wot Firſt, Becauſe 1 know 
— 4 I_I_ not whether there: be' any ſuch 
——_- vr 7Ibiog yea, or no. Secondly Boca 
;--, Ar experience ſhews;that the prerence . 
A of the Spirit in this ſence is very 
dangerous, as being next at hand 
to give countenance to impoſture 
and abuſe: which s/a thing ſufh- 
ciently ſeen, and acknowledged 
both by the Papiſt and Proteſtant 
Party ; as it appears by this, that | 
though both pretend unto it, yet 


both 


Wn 


ogg 


3 Oran I 


of the Lords Supper. 75 
both upbraid each other with the 


pretence of it. Butthe Sparit in the 

lecond ſence, is that I contend for... 
and this is nothing bur the Realon- 
illuminated by Revelation out ot // 


the written Word. For. when the 


Mind and Spirit humbly conform 
and ſubmit to the written Will of 
God, then you are properly laid to 
have the Spirit of God,and to walk 
according to the Spirit, not accord- 
ing to the Fleſh. This alone is that 
Spirit which prelerves us fro ſtray- | 
ing from the Truth , For he indeed 
that hath the Spirit,errs not ar all, 


-0r if he do, it is with as little hazard 


and danger as may be;which is the 
higheſt point of Infallibiliry,which 
either private Perlons or Churches 
can arrive unto. Yet would I not 

have you to conceive that I deny 
that at this day the Holy Ghoſt 


F 4 com- 
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communicateshimſelfto anyin this 
ſecret and ſupernatural manner, 
as in foregoing times He had been. 
wont to do,indeed my own many 
uncleanneſles are ſufficient reaſons 
to hinder that good Spirit to parti- 
cipate himſelf unto me, after that 
manner.. 'The Holy Ghoſt was 
pleaſed to come down like a 
Dove; Yeniunt ad candida tefta ( v- 
lumbe. Accipiet nullas ſordida Turris 
Aves. Now it is no rea{on to con- 
clude the Holy Ghoſt imparts him 
ſelfin this manner to none, becauſe 
he hath not done that favaur unto 
me. Bur thus much I will ſay, 
that the benefit of that ſacred In- 
fluence is confined to thoſe happy 
Souls in whom. it is, and cannot 
extend it {elf to the Church in 
\publick; And if any Catholick 
Except againſt you for laying ſo, 

warrant 
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warrant your ſelf and me out. of 
Aquinas, whoſe words are theſe, 
Þmititur fidel natura revelations Apoſin- 
lis e&.Prophetis jatke, qua Canpmeys 
Libras ſcripſerunt, non autem Revele- 
tioni, fiqua fuit, aliis Dottoribus 
fatte, Ir being granted then,that 
Churches can err, it renaains then, 
in the ſecond place, to. conſider 
how far they may err; Lankwer 
for Churches as I did befare for 
private Perſons ,, Churches may }. _ 
ect. in Fundamentals if they lift, +—-—__. _ 
for they may þe heretical, for 
Churches may be wicked, they 
may be Idolaters, and why then 
not heretical ? Is Hereſy a mare 
dangerous thing than 1dolatry ? 
For whereas it i pleaded, that 
Churches cannat fall iaxq Herehie, 
becaule of that promiſe of our Sa- 
viour, That the Gates of Fell ſhall _ 


not 
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not prevail againſt the Church, is but 
out of miſtake of the meaning of 
that place ; and indeed I have of- 


could ſo long and ſo generally be. 
miſconſtrued : "To ſecure you. ' 
therefore, that you be not abuſed 
with theſe words hereafter, ( for 
they are often quoted to prove the 
Churches Infallibility ) I ſhall in- 
deavour to give you the natural 
meaning of ; on | For Tia Ads, 
the Gates of Hell, is an Hebraiſme, 
for inthe Hebrew Expreſſion, the 
/Gares of a thing {1gnifies the thing | 
" (it ſelf, as the gates of Sion, Sion 
it ſelf, and by the ſame proporti- 
on the gates of Hell ſignifies Hell 
it ſelf : Now a which we 
Engliſh Hell, as in no place of 
Scripture it {1gnifies Hereſie, ſo 
very frequently in Scripture it 
ſigni- 


ten muſed how ſo plain a place | 


CO II 


Pd 


this, that thoſe who 
his, although they dy; yet death 


of the Lords Supper 79 
fignifies Death, or rather the'ſtare 
of the dead, and indiffetently ap- 
plied to good” and bad; Ler- us 
then take the Word in thit mean- 
ing, for what greater' mieans cart 
we havero warrant the fignificati- 
on of a Scripture word, than the' 
general meaning of it in Scripture? 
So that when-our ' Saviour ſpake 
theſe words? he made no-promife___ _____ 
to the Church of perſeveting in 
the Truch, but to thole that _ SB: 
perſevere in the Truth” hemade| "00 
a'promile of victory againft death " —— 
and hell , And whathe there ſays; | 
ſounds to no other journey bur 
1all continue 


{hall nothave the Dominion'over 
them ; bur the time ſhall come, 
that the bands of Death ſhall be 
broken ; and as Chriſt is riſen, ſo 
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ſhall they that are his riſe again to 
——_ For any help there-, 
fore that this Tex: affords,Church- | 
_- es may err in Fundamentals. Bur 
to ſpeak the Truth, I'mach won- 
der, not only how any Churches, 
but how any private man, tha 
is careful rg know. and follow the 
Truth, can err in Fundamencals: 
For ſince ir is moſt certain, that 
. theScripture contains art leaſt the 
' Fundamental Parts of Chriſtian 
Front ih Faith, how is it poſſible, that any 
- Fan, that is careful to ſtudy and 
| ©” _ believe the Scripture, ſhould be 
ignorant of any neceſſary part of 
his Faith? Now. whether the 
Church of Rome err in Funda- 
mentals, yea orno ? To anſwer 
this, 1 muſt cxave leave to ule this 
Diſtin&ion .; ; To err in Funda- 
mentals, is ' either to be i nora 2 


4 | '© 


Z 
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of, or deny ſomething to be fun-. 
dargental at 1s, 'or to entertain 
ſomething for Furidamertal: whie 
is not. Ih the firſt En, the 
Church of Rome, entertaining the. 
Scriptures as ſhe doth, cannot [am 
ſibly be ignorant of any m_ 
part of Chriſtian Faith; all 
error is, in entertaining in her fa. 
and obttuding - upon others, ry 
multitude ' 6f things for Funda- 
mentals, which no way conceth 
our Faith ar All : Now how dat» 
oe it is thus to do, except 1 

how _— ſhedid this willing- 


ly or 7 will, no, i 
not ab ro _— 
ſhe doth it; bo \eorgs. 


dambable preſumpti wn it = 
rantly, I Rowe ror ks reercies 
God hath in tore 'for them that 
fin not out of malitious wicked- 


nels, 
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yY Fas: concerning the mer-, 
riment newly ſtarted; 'T mean ” | 
the: requiring of a; Catalogue of; 
Fondamnear's I need to anſwer 

more.,- but whart Abraham 
cells the xich man in: Hell, Has 
bent Mc vs & Pr ropbetas, "They 
: have: and the. Prophers, 
the; Apo ts and the. | Evange- 
liſts, go them ſeek them. there.; 
for: if, they find 'them not there, 
Vin vain, ſhall they: leek them j in 
all the. World -beſides,. , Bur yer 
to . come a. little. nearer. to. the 
Particulars; ,;If the,;Church of 
Rome, would, needs. know what 
is Fundargental,. intour conceit, 
and. what; not, the; Anſwer, as 
far as; lt in, Perſon am 
concerned -jn. the Buſj ineſs, ſhall 
be.no other: ;than = - Let hex | 
obſerve what Poings, they. are, - | 
wherein | 


— pI" my 


hath adulterated the Truth of God, 
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wherein we agree with her, -and | 
let her think, if ſhe pleaſe, that we 
account of them as Fundamentals, 
eſpecially if they be in the Scrip- 
rures ; andonthe other. hand, let 
her mark in what Points we refuſe 
Communion. with her, and let her 
aſſure her (elf, we eſteem thoſe as 


no Fundamentals. If ſhe deſire a 
Lift and Catalogue. made of all 


thoſe, ſhe is at leiſure enough, for 


_ ought Lknow,to do it her ſelf. 
.--Laſtofall;: Concerningtheim- 
,putation of Rebellion and Schiſna 


againlt | Church-Authority, with 


'which your .Catholick Diſputant 
-meanr. to affright:you ; - all.thar is 


but meerly Powder withour 'Shor, 
and can never hurt you ; For ſince 
ithath been ſufficiently evidenced 


unto us, that the Church of Rome 


by 


viewy —— 
, 4836 
en * - 
tight er onr ons Fe P>> > ihr ns 2+ Ai AI Ae Ae A See EB Leer we 
t hen en 
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by mixing with it ſundry Inventi- 
ons of her own; it was the Con- 


ſcience'df our duty to God, thar 
rfiads as to ſeparate : Fot where 
theTiath of God doth once ſuffer, 
thete Union 1s' Conſpiracy , Au- 


thoelty'sbut Tyranny, & Oburch. 


& arebutRouts; And ſuppoſe we, 
thit we miltook;and made our Se- 
paration upon Error, the Chunch 
of Rae deing Tight in all her 
Waies;' thongh we think other. 
wile, yet could/nor this much pre- 
$adieeus: For, Kt is Schilm upon 
wlfulneſs that britzgs danger with 


, Schim «pon. miſtake , an 
Schilha 4upon juſt 'vecaſiony turh 


#1 &(&fliale har, if any atall. 


'1 . 
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:- Uh 
SIR, 
Returnyou more than Tthought, or 
you expetted; yet leſs than the Argu- 
ment requir d : If you ſhall favour me 
ſo much as to carefully read what T have 
carefully written, you ſhall find (at leaſt 
in thoſe Points you occaſioned me to touch 
upon ) ſufficient ground to plant your 
ſelf trongly againſt all Diſcourſe of the 
Romulſh Corner-creepers,which they 
uſe for the Seducing of unſtable Souls. 
Be it much or little that T have done, I 
require no other reward than the conti- 


nuance of your good Affection to, 


Your SERV ANT, 


whom you know, 


